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The Female Parricide : 
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HISTORY. 
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Mary- Margaret d Aubray, 

rinvillier, 


Who was beheaded an, | burnt at Paris, for 
# her two Brothers, 
kill her Siſter in 


lar Account of her Be- 
ice to her Execution. 
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Broneis Blandy, Attorney at Tod ad 


the Hiſtory 
Brinvillier,. executed ſome ears age 


tis nebeſſary we write upon her Ac- 
count wich all the Precaution ima- 
ginable, for fear the Publick ſhould 
_ think, that out of Pre judice we exag- 
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| E ih ads, FOR ; 
the Parricide lately com- 
| ia i the Body of Mr. | 


Toyn- Clerk of 3 u _ — 


(as. is ; fironghy ſulpecde Ni 
fioned the a Publiſhing 
of the. Marchioneſs p. 


at Paris for the ſame. Crime. The 
ee are very near pa- 
rallel on both Sides: But as Miſs 
Blandy has not yet been try d, 
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gerate or miſrepreſent the Circum- 
ſtances that attended her Father's 
Death, on purpoſe to increaſe her 
Guilt, or conceal her Innocence. God 
forbid we ſhguld ever entertain ſuch 
a. Thought! What we are going to 
ſay ſhall be grounded upon the Depo- 
ſitions of the Witneſſes taken by tlie 
Ooroner's Inqueſt, and the Teſtimonies 
of People who hell be named. What 
was true five Months ago is ſo at pre- 
ſent, and will ever remain ſo: A little 
Anticipation of ſome. Facts already _ 
known will make her Cauſe neither 
the better nor the worſe. Nor do we 
pretend to put Arms inte the Hands | 
of her Judges to be made uſe of againſt 
Her; for — — have neither Ca- 
Fach nor Inclination. Our only De- 
gn 


is to draw: a Kind of Parallel be- 

' tweeh Miſs Blaudy and the Marchio- 

neſs of Brinvilhier,. and to ſh&w the 
Likeneſs there ** eee in * | 
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To proneunce the Fate of a "Cris 
minal before his Trial, or to paſs'Sen- 

tence upon! him without his _ 

Heard, would be both unjuſt and bar 

barous : 1:Yet! this is Mi Blandy's 
Caſe;  Pevple already condemn her, 

| though ſhe:has not been heard by kel 
Judges, not ennvicted of the Offence 
with which he is charged. A little 
Time wilkdetermine whether we are 
th.lbok upowher as an innocent Per- 
,  fanliiniſledbPavvile/Wretch, or as the 
m moſt wickediof all 1 Women,---But t ts 
1 begin oüf intended pong gr 1 
Hod a15w ev1Þ3;.1 c „n 10-25 a 
baM1ss Blandy in valle is che Oc- 


caſion of her Father 8 Death, by ad 


miniſtring to him Po ders, Which, 
according 


to the Phyſicians and other 
People p . at the C Opening of | 
N wee actual Foiſon. ain 2 


1 ea, 
> >< 


—H Fo Hahing to Eli JE Binfeeld, 
= Servant, Who would grudge” to ſen 


W - A © an 


(ir) 
an old Father to Hell for Ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds? ſeems to prove her Caſe 
like that of the Marchidneis; for it 


may be ſuppoſed that Iatereſt- -and 
Loye were the chief Motiveson which 


both of them acted-. Madam Brin 


ier wanted to get tile Fortune of 
Relations, ande Miſe Blbndy ap- 
pears to have, acted 
Principle. Briavillierlreteived the 
Poiſon. for + murthering- hel. Father, 
e. from &7. Croiæ her Gallant; Miſs 
Biandy had from Capt. 
wiſe her Gall 


married; the Marchioneſc who had 


a Huſband, wanted to get rid of him 
to marry St. Croix, and there is no 


doubt that C. would qduaye poiſon- 
ed his Wife to marry Miſs Bland. 
It may be ſaid the Marchioneſs wat 


* The Powders. given to the deceas'd Mr, 
vere white Arſenic, as it is > get will as 7 


by an Apothecary at her Trial, 


upon the ſame 


Cb lies | 
t, the Poiſon'*. ſhe ad- 
miniſter' d to her Father. The Gal⸗ 
lants of theſe two Ladies were both 


* 


(*) 
guilty of a great many more Crimes 
than Miſs Blandy, in Caſe this laſt be 
convicted. It may be anſwer d, tis not 
thei Nature of the Crimes that: makes 
Difference between them, but only 
the Number of them; whoſoever ia 
guilty of murdering a Father ill not 
ſcruple at all to commit other Mur- 
ders, if it ſuits either Revenge or In- 
tereſt;:: One Crime generally draws 


another after it. beisser 


Tn Indiſeretion of theſe two La- 
dies has à near Neſemblance: The 
one ſaid, ſhe had a great many Le- 
gacies i in a Box ; the other Ithat her 
Father would die in a little Time 5 
Both gave a irong þ Indication of what 
he WH L il AT 


'F > . 112 f | 4 


f — E: "-Majchina6ſ, x reconc 


iled ther: 

ſelf with her Father, in order to W 

ceed the better in her wicked Deſign 

M _ «SW preſented Poiſon to * 
— ather, 


(va) 


| Father} under Fretence of making 
bim love her the hettbr. Q 21 NI 2 


Jon a3 b e 0 (8m: *7 .59fiy 4m 


-drebſinl 


Tn widfarchionels' 
aback bribe her Obarde; Mit 
Blandy 
vant o go dway — and upon 
his: Refuſalb 2c Guineas ta her Maid 
Servant, only for hiding a PoſbiChatſe 5 
but the. Offers 1 were cquially 
rejected. 11 139116 CIO, 
Pe MarkfioneſobeibubderGdn- 
_ firiementbeliaved»H a very fc 
ecrhed Manner; paying at Carus, An. 
fo; it ib ſaid, dornhtiſt Blandy inithe 
CaſtlciatDxfordoi 2th Dluow 421125; 1 
1a 10 C101: Dal gar f ung Bod 
T x laſt Paralſel:we] ſhall::draw 
between theſe two unfortunate Ladies 
is ih Itlieſe few - Particulats':: Ihey 
were ptettpnear of an equal. Ape, btith 
well 'edhcated, of nid: natural Parts, - 
and ge” * Parents a N 
iii heartily, 


offered : 50011 to her MandSer- 


= 
heartily wiſh they may not reſemble 


one another, in reſpe& of the Crimes 
whereof the one has been convided, 
and the other is accuſed. 
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| lor. £31 23090 1223 Strigl 213. daive 
-USTICE, Fran, Tine . brings 'befars 
ber Tribunal Perſons guilty pf ſuch Crimes a8 
to make human Nature tremble at the relating 
5700 of them: We ſhall give out Readers an Ic 
tance of this Kind in the Marchioneſs of Brit: 


WS. s 251119 gh; 1 81¹0 „ rd 


n N 

Sms, was Daughter to Mr. Dreus A Aulran 
Lieutenant-Civil; and was married: — Marquis 
of Brinvillier, Son to Mr. Gobelin, Preſident in 
the Chamber of Accounts at Paris. The Fortune 
of the new-marry'd Couple was anſwerable' to-Micir 
Birth; for the Marquis Was Maſter of, *..z0jacd 
Livres a Tear, and, her | ge amounted to 
209,000 Liyres. mn b hold 
nx Marquis Was then Colonel of the Regiment 
of Horſe of Normandy : In his; Campaigns: he got 
acquainted A one Mr. nan benen Sen 


. About 1 1200 4. Bede Money. 
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who had been a Captain in the Regiment of Tracy's 
This Gentleman was the Baſtard of an illuſtrious 
Family, whoſe Name he would not aſſume, for fear 
of diſcovering the Ignominy of his Birth. He was 
one of thoſe Men, who are naturally inclined to the 
greateſt Crimes, and being endowed with anfart- 
ful Genius, have the Cunning to conceal their bad 
Inclinations, under the. A ppearance of Honeſty. 
The Marquis introduced him into his Houſe upon 
the Footing of a Friend, but he ſoon contrafted 
art intimate Acquaintance with his Lady, and then 


became a paſſionate Lover, and ſoon inſpired her 


with the ſame Sentiments with which ſhe had i in- 
flamed his Breaſt. The Marquis was a very wild 
and extravagant Man, and did not "obſerve 
Wife's Behaviour. St. Croix made himſelf ſervite- | 
able to the Lady, who found herſelf obliged to part 


Kom her Hufband; becauſe his Affairs were 1 4 
bad Way through his ill Management. She ob⸗ 


tained this Separation, in order to free herſelf en- 
tirely from the Bependeney her Huſband kept her 
under; and to give a full dan to the Fan te 
had: conceived for S. Oft. 
Bur before — 2 further *ris FO to atsty the 

Curioſity of the Reader; by deſeribing the Perſon 

of the Marchioneſs of Byinvillier. Nature had 
bleſſed her with moſt of the Charms which make 
her Sex lovely; Her Features were regular and pleaſ- | 


lag; ſhe had around Face, and a graceful Coun? 


tende: Under ſo beautiful an Outſide ſhe cents 


cealed the blackeſt Soul; which proves that Metp- 
poſcopy, or Phyſiognomy, . 
oller 8 


A a falſe Science; for 
STD this 


. 
this Lady had a quiet and ſerene Look, which 
ſeems to indicate the Calmneſs of a virtuous Mind; 
but ſhe is not the only wicked Woman, who has 
had Virtue printed on her Face, as virtuous Women 
have ſometimes Features that would induce one to 
think them vicious. * 

Taz Marchioneſs's criminal Commerce with &. 
Croix obliged Mr. D* Aubray, her Father, who was 
diſpleaſed to ſee the Inſenſibility of her Huſband, 
to obtain a Lettre de Cachet, + in order to arreſt 87. 
Croix, which was executed when he was with the 
Marchioneſs in her Coach, and he was carried to the 
Baſtille. + Tis not an eaſy Matter to deſcribe the 
Deſpair theſe two Lovers were thrown into by this 
_ cruel Separation, St. Croix, during his Confine- 
ment, got acquainted with an Italian Compounder 
of Poiſons, call'd Exili, who taught him that fatal 
Art, which he afterwards employ'd in ſo wicked a 
Manner. St. Croix was kept Priſoner for about a 
Year, and Exili was ſet at Liberty near the ſame 
Time, and found an Aſylum in St. Cyoix's Houſe, 
till he had made him a perfect Maſter of his diabo- 
Beal Science. 

Madam de Brinvillier renewed her Acquaintance 
with St. Croix as ſoon as he came out of the Baſtille ; 
but concealed her criminal Correſpondence with him 


. * Mr. cette ſays, in his. Art of knowing Man, that 15 


MNletopoſcopy is the Art of making wrong Judgments of People. 


becauſe the F orckead, the Pace, - and the: (byes are often de- 
ceitful. 


'+ An Order or Warrant of the King, to apprehend or arte 
any Perſon. 3 


7 * Mats Priſon in Paris, as the Tower in Lendim. . 
32 ſo 


C 4 } | 
ſo artfully as to reconcile herſelf with her Father. 
S.. Croix acquainted her with the dangerous Secrets 
he had learn'd from Exili; and, as will be ſeen, 
ſhe made an horxid Uſe of them, Being prompr- 
ed by her revepgeful and avaricious Diſpoſition, ſhe 
reſolved to ſtifle in her Breaſt all Sentiments of Na- 
ture and Humanity, and to poiſon her Father and 
all her Family, in order to get their Eſtate into 
her Hands; and Sz. Croix expected that being al- 
ready Maſter of the Marchioneſß's Heart, he could 


nat fail of ſharing with her whatever he ſhould i In 


herit by the Death of her Relations. 
Su made ſeveral. Experiments 7 the Poiſons 
prepared by St. Croix: She poiſoned Biſcuits, 


which ſhe diſtributed amongſt poor People, and 


carefully enquir'd what Effects they produced. 


She was ſo cruel as to go to the Hote / Dieu, and 


give theſe poiſoned Biſcuits to the poor Patients 
there. She alſo made a Trial of her Poiſons upon 
her Chamber: maid, call'd Frances Rouſſel, to whom 


| the, gave porſon'd Currants, and a Slice of Ham, 


which made her very ſick, but did not kill her. 

Mapa Sevigné writes thus, in her 292* Letter: 
Madam Brinvillier, ſays ſhe,. poiſoned Pigeon- 
1 pies, by which ſeveral People died, whom ſhe | 
& did not intend to kill. The Chevalier Duguer 
© is naw dying of the Preſent ſhe gave him about 
* three Years ago. In her Confinement ſhe en- 


« quired whether this Gentleman was dead, and 
8 being anſuer d i in the Negative: 1 He dies ene 


* An Hoſpital. | 


« (aid 


L es 7 


« ſaid ſhe.” Mr. Ls eee eee 
Fact. 

Tas Lieutenant Civil, being * Offemont, his 
Cauntry- Seat, with his cryel Daughter, ſhe pojſon- 
ed him with a Meſs of Soop, | which; the gave him 
with her own Hands: The Effects of it were ſo 
violent as to cauſe frequent Retchings, exquiſite 
Pains in his Stomach, and ſtrange: Burnings in his 
Bowels. This wicked Creature, after having per- 
petrated this Parricide, not only ſaw, with all the 
Calmneſs in the World, the Pains her poor Father 
ſuffered, but ſtill dear in ſuch a becoming Man- 
ner as to Ent all Suſpicion of her Guilt. , + 
Ft died. ſoon after of the Poiſon he had — 
The Cauſe of his Death remaining a Secret, the 
Marchioneſs upon this was embolden'd to make the 
next Attempt upon the Life of her eldeſt Brother, 
who ſucceeded in the Employment and Eſtates of 
his Father; and then to ſerve her youngeſt Brother, | 
who was a Counſellor in the Parliament, in the 
ſame Manner. 

IT was about this Time that aha bad 
having dtank too freely at an Entertainment, met 
in her Room, where ſhe was going to reſt, a Wo- 
man of her Acquaintance, who ſometimes came to 
viſit her, to whom ſhe had the Imprudence to ſhew 
a little Box ſhe took. out of her Bureau, and to tell 
her, A great many Legacies are contained in this 
Box; Here is what will enable me to be revenged on my 
Enemies. This Woman obſerved ſubWmate Mer- 
: . both in Powder and i in Paſte, which ſhe knew 


very 


1 1 


very well being the Daughter of an Apothecary. 
Wine has often brought to Light great Crimes. A 
few Hours after this, Madam Brinvillier having 
' recovered her Reaſon, denied all ſhe had ſaid to this 
Woman, and told her, that if ſhe had ſpoke fo 
indiſcreetly, it was not her Intention, nor did ſhe 
remember it. She kept this Box with a great deal 


of Care, and faid to the fame Woman, that if ſhe 


(the Marchioneſs) was to die ſuddenly, ſhe enjoined 
Her to throw the Box into the Fire. She often ſaid, 
when ſhe was under any Uneaſineſs of Mind, that ſhe 
would poiſon herſelf : If ſhe was provoked by any 
Body, ſhe could not forbear ſaying, that ſhe knew 
how to get rid of thoſe who offended her; that 


ſhe could give them a mortal Wound in their 


Soup.“ Thus her Tongue diſcover'd the Wicked. 
neſs of her Heart, 


Mapa Sevigné, in her 250 Letter, N 
« That the Marchioneſs of Brinvillier had a Mind 


* to marry St. Croix, and for that Purpoſe often 

ç gave Poiſon to her Huſband, in order to get rid 
* of him; but Sz. Croix, who was not willing to 
4 have a Wife as wicked as himſelf, gave Counter- 
<< poiſons, or Antidotes, to the poor Huſband, 
«every Time his Lady poiſoned him; ſo that 
<<, after having been poiſoned: and qopoiſfored many 
„ Times, it was next to a Miracle how he re- 
main d alive.“ 

Taz Marchioneſs and St. Croix wield 11 to 
make uſe - a profligate Wretch, way CHracter 


> "M The F. 5 runs thus: Q on leur donnoit un coup & Piftaler 
e e mana . e r 


— 


__ 


E 

and Diſpoſitions they were acquainted with, in or- 
der to poiſon the Lieutenant - Civil and the Coun- 
ſellor, her Brothers. La Chauſſte was the Ne | 
this Villain, who had been a Servant to St, Croix, 
in whoſe excellent School he became an Adept i in 
Wickedneſs. The Marchioneſs introduced this 
Fellow into the Service of her Brother the Cqun- 
ſellor, who then lived with the Lieutenant Civil, 
but did not let them know he had been in St. Croix 8 
Service. This infamous Raſcal, who had been pro- 
miſed a Reward of 100 Piſtoles, mix' d Poiſon with 
ſome Wine and Water, and preſented it to th 

Lieutenant-Civil whilſt. be was at Dinner. This 
Magiſtrate, as. ſoon. as he had drank ſome of it, 
cried out, What haſt thou given me? Have. you A 
Mind to poiſon me, you Raſcal ? He would not 
drink the reſt, but deſired his Secretary, Who was 
at Table with him, to taſte 1 it, which he did, and. 
found it Was bitter, and had a vitriolic Smell. Is | 
Chauſſe: excuſed himſelf by ſaying, that by Miſtake - 
he had uſed a Glaſs wherein the Counſellot's Valet 
de Chal mbre had taken Phyfick ſome Days' before; A 

ſo that he got off with a Reprimand for his Negli- 
gende, and nothing more was then ſaid o It. 


"FT 3f" 1 $4454) 10 } 


\s W eaſi ſuſpect a Perſon can be 
guilty of ſo.great a Crime, it is very ſeldom 
155 or prevented, and a Man delivers him- 
ſelf U e peak) as, a Victim to thoſe Who have 
a De his Le. The Tieutepant-C if | 
ai fable to ſpend the Eaſter Holidays At his 
2 of Pilleguoy in eau 2, cart with kim his 
die Countellof, ho was "attended Þy his 
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Servant L Chi" "A Pigeon-pye being brought 
Table at Dittier, ſeven Perſons who at of it 
Which” Nörnber Were the r 00 Btothers) were 
very ick with it, and Al of them had vioketit 
Retcküngs? on the: contrary, thoſe who did not taſte 
were very well. They al rech- d to Paris; bur 
die Lieutc att Cvil and his Beeler looked like Men 
ſt recover from a long and dangerous Nets, 
The 20% of pri, St. Ch, Who was Sitting to to 
make fore of 4 Reba for His Crimes, d | 
fromm the . 4 Promiſe of 36,600 Lites 
ohdet her own! Hand. hae 
B © Tas Lieutehatt-Civiſ' ev TOP and worſe," 
= after having, been | for a 16h g Ti me | in a languil 


Condition, with a, prext Fs N to all Ah ; 
©  Viftuals, and font Voting Nature DNS 
| at laſt bent he « "died without : ohh dN the Ther 
une, 46 70. „ e was very much FANS 15 
Days before. fig Peach, a 19 1 en in 

his Sto mach. * en 907 comach af} 
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Civil, and died after the ſame Manner: He was 
opened, and his Stomach and Liver were alſo burnt 
and mortify'd, He had ſo little Suſpicion of La 


-Chanſſte's having poiſoned him, that he left him a 
* of 100 Crowns. 


Poux in thoſe Times made this ſarcaſtical Re- 
ana; that no Phyſician ever offer'd up ſo many 
Victims to Death as the Marchioneſs had done; 
and faid, ſhe had uſurped a Power which, as Mo- 
Gere: ſays, thoſe of the Faculty alone have a Right 
toitxerciſe with Impunity. However, ſhe could not 

poiſon Lady D' Aubray her Siſter, who undoubt- 
Aly was upon her Guard; but, notwithſtanding 
the violent Suſpicions ſhe had conceived againſt tlie 
Marchioneſs, ſnhe was generous enough to aſſiſt her 
in her Misfortunes, and to ſend her Money into the 
14 foreign Countries whither ſhe afterwards retired. 
Tux Account of the Death of ſo many People 
being ſpread abroad, with the ſeveral Cheumfnegs 
that diſcovered the real Cauſes thereof, perſuaded 
every Body that the Father and his two Sons had 
deen poiſoned; but the Authors of theſe Crimes 
were not yet known, and ſcarce gueſs'd at. La 
"Chauſſie himſelf was happy enough not to be ſuſ- 
pected; for in learning from Sr. Croix how to com- 
mit a wicked Action, he had, at the ſame time, 
_ deaffit how to conceal it, and how to put on an in- 
nocent Countenance. At laſt Providence being 
provoked at ſo many repeated Murders, was pleaſed 
* diſcover them in the following Manner. 
I is very probable that St. Croix deſigned ſtill 
3 Perſons more to o ful a Sacrifice, either to his 
C RNevenge 
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Revenge or Avarice, for he always continued pre- 
. paring his poiſonous Compoſitions ; but one Day, 
as he was exerciſing his diabolical Art, the Glaſs- 
Maſk he made uſe of, for fear of the dan 
EfMuvia of his poiſonous Drugs, fell from his Face, 
.and he was inſtantly ſuffocated. Thus periſhed this 
profligate Villain by the Effects of his own Wicked- 
neſs. As the Relations of the Deceaſed were not 
known, a Juſtice of the Peace (as is uſual in ſuch 
Caſes) came to his. Apartment, and puta Seal upon 
all his Goods; and an Inventory being made, a Box 


was found and, open'd, and the firſt Object that 


preſented itſelf was a Sheet of Paper, wherein eas 


wrote the following Words : 10147 5/1 $048 208 
« | gARNESTLY deſire thoſe, into whoſe Hands 


cc this Box may fall, to do me the Favour. of de. 


« in New-ftreet, St. Paul's ; becauſe every Thing, 


.<« contained in it concerns her, and belongs to her 


4 alone, and it can be of no Uſe at all to any. body 
« elſe; and in cafe this Lady ſhould die befbre me, 


4e let it be burnt, with all that is in it, without 


% opening or altering any Thing. And, in order 


that no Perſon. may pretend Ignorance, I ſwear 
4 by. the God I-worſhip, and by all: that is moſt. 


$ facred, that I advance nothing but the Truths 
2 and if they ſhould do any Thing contrary to 

my Intention 85 juſt and reaſonable as they are, 
40 J lay it, both in this World, and in that Which 
« is to come, upon the Conſcience of thoſe People, | 
4 for the Diſcharge of my own, | proteſting this is 
« Of: laſt Will and Teſtament, Done at Paris, 


"OM. 
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«© May the 25" in the Afternoon, 1672. Signed 
& De St. Croix. And underneath were written 
theſe Words, A Packet for Mr. Penautier, which 
e muſt be delivered to him.” 

*T'rs amaſing that St. Croix ſhould intend to in- 
tereſt the Conſciences of thoſe who might be curious 
enough to dive into his Myſteries of Iniquity, and 
that he ſhould expect to conceal them under the 
Cloak of Religion. This, it muſt be own'd, was 

carrying his Wickedneſs to the higheſt Pitch. 
_ Here follows an Inventory of the Drugs found 
in his Box. ä 

1. A Packer ſealed up with eight Seals of ſeve- 
ral Coats of Arms, on which was written, Papers 
to be burnt in Caſe of Death, being of no Uſe at all 
to any Perſon whatſoever : I earneſtly beſeech thoſe 
into whoſe Hands they may happen to fall to burn 
them, and charge their Conſcience with doing it, with- 
out opening the Packet. | 

Tuis Packet contained two Parcels wherein Sub- 
limate was found. | 
2. AnoTaer Packet ſeal'd up wk ſix Seals of 
different Coats of Arms, on which was written the 
ſame Superſcription, wherein was found half a 
Pound of Sublimate. 

3. AnoTHER Packet ſeal'd up with ſix different 
Seals, on which the above Words were written, 
wherein three ſmall Parcels of Sublimate were found : 
The firſt contain'd half an Ounce ; the ſecond two 
Ounces of the ſame, and a Quartern of Roman Vi- 
trio] ; and in the third was OP calcin'd and pre- 
wy Virriol, 

C 2 4. Ix 
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4. In the ſaid Box was found a large ſquare 
Vaal, containing about a Pint of clear Water, which 
being view'd by Mr. Moreau, a Phyſician, he ſaid 


he could not tell what it was, without making 
Trial of it. 


5. AvorRHER Vial fill'd with akin half a Pint 
of clear Water, at the Bottom of which was a 
whitiſh Sediment. Mr. Areas ſaid the lame " 

this as of the other. 
6. A $MALL earthen Pot, containing two or 

three Drams of Opium prepared. 
7. AP x folded up, wherein were two Drams 
of corroſive Sublimate. 


8. A-SMALL Box, with an infernal or blue Sine 
in it. : 


9. A Parts with an Own of Opium in it. 


10. A Bit of Regulus of AE weighing 
three Ounces. 


11. A Packer of Powder, on which was wrote, 


"T9 op the Effufion of Blood in Women. Mr. Moreau 
ſaid it was the Bloſſoms and Buds of Quinces dried. 


12. THERE was likewiſe found a Packet with the | 
fame Superſcription as above, containing ſeven and 


twenty Pieces of Paper, on each of which , was 
wrote, Several curious Secrets. 


13. ANOTHER Packet ſeal'd up with ſix Seals, 
and the above Superſcription, wherein 79 Pounds 
of Sublimate, 1 to different Perſons, were 
found, | 
Tux Author of as Memoirs of the 3 
Trial of the Marchioneſs of Brinvillier, after having 
given the. above Account, makes this Remark : 


Theſe, 
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Theſe, ſays he, were the Contents of this dreadful 
Box, more fatal to Paris, than Volcanos are to the 
Countries round about them. St. Croix muſt have 
vaſtly improved his Art of preparing Poiſons, ſince 
the _ Trials the Marchioneſs made by his Direc- 
tion: The Reader will judge of his Progreſs by 
2 \ feveral Experiments that were made with. the 
different Kinds of . contain'd in this helliſh 
Box. 


Tart following is this Report of a e Phyfi- 
cian concerning this Matter. 
FT uIs poiſonous Compound conceals itſelf from 

« all the Enquiry we can make into it ; *tis ſo well 
s diſguis'd that it cannot be known; ſo ſubtil that 
4e jt deceives the Art and Judgment of the Phy- 
“ ficians. Of this Poiſon ſeveral Trials have been 
© made in vain, the Rules have proved falſe, and 
the Aphoriſms ridiculous. The ſureſt and moft 
„ common Experiments are made by the Help of 
<« Elements or Animals. In Water, for Inſtance, 
« the Weight of Poiſon cauſes it to fink to the 
“ Bottom ; the former is 1 the latter is 
« precipitated. _ 

„% Tae Trial of Poiſon by Fire is no leſs cer- 
« tain it evaporates, conſumes, and diffipates 
„ what is innocent and impure in it, and leaves 

„ nothing but an acrid and bitter Matter, which 
„ alone is capable of refiſting its Violence. F 
„FTE Effects which Poiſon generally produces 
* upon Animals are ſtill more evident. It ſpreads 
« its Malignity where-ever it comes, mortifies, 
« burns, and inflames the Bowels. "0 


Rs WELL» 
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„ WELL, St. Croix's Poiſon has gone through 
& all theſe Trials; it is above the Knowledge and 
Skill of Phyſicians, and baffles all their Experi- 
ments. This Poiſon ſwims on the Water, and 
0 precipitates that Element; it is Proof againſt the 
% Fire; and in Animals it conceals itſelf with ſo 
much Subtilty that it cannot be diſcover'd : All 
„ the Parts of the Animal look ſound and freſh, 
e and, in ſhort, it leaves after it all the Signs of 
Life, though it certainly cauſes Death.“ 

** ALL Sorts of Trials and Experiments have 
« been made of this Poiſon. The firſt by pouring 
« ſome Drops of the Liquor of one of the Vials 
e“ into Oil of Tartar and Sea-Water, in which Caſe 
nothing precipitated. 

Tux ſecond Experiment was made by putting 
“ ſome of the ſaid Liquor into a Veſſel of Sand; 
„ in which having continued for ſome time, no- 
c thing ſharp, bitter, or offenſive to the Tone, 
was found on the Sand. 

« Tus third Trial was made upon a Turky, a 
& Pigeon, and a Dog; which being dead and 
opened, there was only found a little congealed 
« Blood in the Ventricles of the Heart. 

«© AnoTHER, Trial being made with a white 

owger given to a Cat in a Sheep's Liver, the 


“ Cat had Retchings for half an Hour, and was 
« found dead; and being opened, the Poiſon had 
“ cauſed no viſible Alteration at all in the Body. 
« A ſecond Proof of the ſame Powder was made 

« upon a Pigeon, which dying, and being opened 
« ſome 


Ls ] 


& ſome time after, only a little adm Water was 


4 found in its Stomach.” 

Tux Accounts of all the Phyſicians agree to- 
gether, 

* SEVERAL Lon Lok ** the Marchioneſs to 
$ Croix were likewiſe found in the ſaid Box, of 
which here follows one of the moſt affectionate: 

* I nave thought proper to put an End to my 
< Life, and for this. Purpoſe I took this Evening 


ſome of what you gave me with ſo much Ten- 


* derneſs: It is a Receipt of Glazer's; and by this 
% you'll find I readily ſacrifice my Life for your 
fake; but before I die I ſhall expect you at the 
% Rendezvous, in order to bag: ow. an _— 
** n 

Ix is very likely ſhe deceiv'd 85 Croix, whin ſhe 
ſent him Word ſhe had poiſoned herſelf: Such 2 
deſperate Reſolution is not ſo eaſily executed as 
form'd, but is n * aſide after proper Re- 
flection. 

TER Promiſe of 30000 Livres maids by the 
Marchioneſs to St. Croix was likewiſe found in the 
Box. This Lady was under a great Concern, when 


ſhe heard all his Goods were under the Seal of R 


Juſtice. She left no Stone unturn'd to get Poſſeſ- 


ſion of the fatal Box; ſhe even endeavouted to 


K — 
a . 
* 


bribe the Juſtice, but to no Purpoſe. Her guilty 


Conſcience increaſed. her Fears; ſo that having been 
inform'd that Str. Croix had mentioned her in his 


Will, and declared ſhe had a Right to the Box, ue 
reſobved, by the Advice of her Relations, to 18 = 4 


out of the Kingdom. 
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L Chauſſte was ſo impudent as to diſpre » 
In of the Seizure made by the Juſtioe: 
ſet forth, in the Action he brought for that Por 
poſe, © That having been for ſeven Years-'in''the 
Service of the Deceafed, he had intruſted in his 


4 Hands two Hundred Piſtoles, and an Hundred f 
Crowns, which were in a Bag behind the Cloſet 


% Window; and that in the faid Bag was likewiſe 
an Obligation, which would juſtify that theſe 
Sums of Money belong'd to himfelf : That be- 


zee ſides this, the ſaid Box contain'd a Note for 


300 Livres due to him from the Counſellor 
<< D' Aubray, his late Mafter and three Receipts 
ee from the Maſter to whom he had ſerv*d his Ap. 
e prenticeſhip, each for a Hundred Livres: All. 
% which — 2 n be — as his 
4 oon... 21 i > 
Tas Step df ho Chauſſe n bord ſome Sul 
n? his being guilty. _ i 3170 of an! 
Bur whilſt the Marchioneſs | was ; conſulting/her 


Safety by withdrawing out of the Country, her 
Attorney appear'd, and made the following Decla- 


ration in her Behalf: Alexander:La Mare, Attor- 
<:chionefs of Brinvillier, declares, that if a Pro- 
miſſory Note for 30000 Livres, under the Hand 
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on. The French-Ladies' dart loſe thiir Maiden Nanies 5 by 
marrying, .* aſſume their n Name as a e 


„ 
4 ſhe expects it ſhould be declared void, and of 
no Force. : | 


La Chauſſte hearing of the Diſcoveries lately 


made, was betray d by the Stings of his own Con- 
ſcience ; for the Guilty carry in their Breaſts an im- 
placable Tormentor, which leaves them no Reſt, 
neither Day nor Night. In ſhort, he was appre- 
hended, and proſecuted by Lady Mangot de Villar- 
ceau, Relict of the late Lieutenant-Civil, whom he 
had poiſoned. It was order'd he ſhould be put to 
the Torture; and for fear he ſhould be acquitted, 
in Caſe no Confeſſion could be extorted from him, 
ſhe made an Appeal to the Parliament. The Steps 
of inferior Judges are uſually. timorous and flow 


but convincing Proofs of his Guilt having been pro- 


duced before the Parliament, he received the fol- 
lowing Sentence in the Chamber of Tournelle, on 
the 4* of March, 1673. That the ſaid La 
« Chauſſze, as arraign'd and convicted of having 
< poiſoned the late Lieutenant-Civil, and the 
© Counſellor his Brother, be broke alive, and ex- 
e pire on the Wheel ; but that he be previouſly 


This Sort of Execution is not well underſtood in England; 
for though we ſay, Broke on the Wheel, it is not ſo in reality: 
And to give the Reader a right Notion of this cruel Puniſh- 
ment, tis neceſſary to inform him firſt, that none are executed 
in this Manner, but thoſe guilty of the moſt heinous Crimes: 


The Criminal's Limbs are extended naked on a Croſs (like that 


of St. Andrew) ſet on the Scaffold; the Executioner covers 
his Privities and Face with a Handkerchief, or a. Shirt, and 
then breaks his Bones with a large Iron Bar, beginning with 
the Right Arm, which he avs. twice, viz. at the Wriſt, 


and near the Shoulder, and ow. does the ſame with the th 


* 
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* put to the Torture, in order to make him diſco- 


<« yer his Accomplices.“ 


Tux Marchioneſs of Brinvillier not appearing 
whs out-law'd, and condemned to de beheaded in 


Effigy. 


La Cbauſſee being put to the Torture, confeſs'd 
St. Croix told him, that the Marchioneſs of Brin- 
villier had given him Poiſons, in order to ſend her 
Brothers out of the World. He own'd he had gi- 


ven them Poiſon in Water and in Broth ; 


that he 


put ſome reddiſh Water in the Glaſs he preſented 


to the Lieutenant-Civil, 


and ſome clear Water in 


the Pigeon-pye that was ſerv'd up at Villeguoy; that 
St. Croix had promiſed to give him an Hundred 
Piſtoles, and to keep him conſtantly in his Service ; . 
that he gave to St. Croix an exact Account of the 
Effects of the Poiſon which he received from him, 
and adminiſter'd by his Orders; that St. Croix had 
told him ſeveral Times the Marchioneſs of Brin- 
villier was ignorant of the Method of Poiſoning, 
not remembering he had told him before, that ſhe 
had given him the Poiſon for her Brothers. It 
ſeems by this, St. Croix was willing to be thought 
the only Maſter of the Marchioneſs's Secret. La 
Chbauſſee added, he thought ſhe was not ignorant of 
what had been done, becauſe ſhe was continually 


The Legs and Thighs are alſo heckes and he receives two 
Blows on the Belly; then he is put on a Wheel ſet upon a high 
Poſt, where he lan 


be imagi 


to his 


n'd till he ex 


entence. 


If 


in the 


ires, or for ſo ö 
receives the Coup - ab- Grace, or mercifiel 


teſt Torments that can 
o many Hours, according 


Blew, tis n on * Stomach, and _ him pr anne rae 
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ſpeaking to him of Poiſons ; and after he had poi- 
foned his Maſter and Brother, ſhe adviſed him to 
run away, and gave him ſome Money for that Pur- 
poſe; that Sr. Croix had a great Mind to diſpatch 
Lady d' Aubray, Siſter to the Marchioneſs, and had 
endeavoured to get a Servant into the Houſe, that 
would undertake the wicked Buſineſs ; z but that he 
could not ſucceed. 

T Is Confeſſion gives room to think that La 
Chauſſic gave Poiſon to the Lieutenant- Civil and 
the Counſellor more than once. Be that as it will, 
this Wretch was executed according to his Sentendte 

WHaT may give a juſt Idea of this abandon'd 
Villain, is his Way of ſpeaking of the Counſellor 
his Maſter, when any one enquired after his Health: 
He is in a languiſhing Condition, anſwer'd he, call- 
ing him at the ſame: time ſome ill Name: He gives 
us a great deal of Trouble, and I don't know when 
bell go to the Devil. And after his Death he ſaid, 
I have ſew'd bim up in a Sheet, and turn'd him on all 
Sides; had be been living, I durſt not have uſed bim ſo. 
And yet this Gentleman had left, as we have 
ſaid before, a Legacy of 100 Crowns to this Mon- 
ey of Wickedneſs and Ingratitude. 

Every body was perſuaded the Marchioneſs was 
ns. The very Thoughts of her Crimes ſtruck * 
People with Horror, and they could ſcarce mention 
her Name without Trembling. She imagined her- 
ſelf in a ſafe Aſylum at Liege. whither ſhe had retir- 
ed. Sovereign Princes indeed have a Right to pro- 
tect Criminals, who take Refuge in their Dominions; 
D 2 but 
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but they all agree to except Murderers and Coun- 
erfeiters of the Coin from ſuch Protection, as 
thoſe/ Crimes are ſo extremely pernicious to Society. 
 Deſgrais, an Exempt of the Marſbalſey, was ſent 
to Liege, in order to apprehend the Marchioneſs: 
He was accompanied by ſeveral Archers, and car- 
ried the King's Letter, directed to the Council of 
Sixty of that City, wherein that Monarch demand- 
ed the Marchioneſs to be given up, that ſhe might 
be brought to Juſtice. Deſgrais likewiſe carried 
with him a Copy of her Indictment, whereby it 
appeared the had been guilty of pailonng ſeveral 
Perſons. 

Tax Council having e into the Caſe, * 
being ſatisfied the Charge againſt her was true, gave 
| Deſgrais an Order to ſeize upon the Marchionefs : 
But as ſhe had retired into a Convent, the Officer 
did not think it proper to apprehend her there, for 
fear of raiſing a Tumult in the City, and thereby 
running the Hazard of having his Priſoner reſcued. 
He therefore diſguiſed himſelf in the Dreſs of an 
Abbot, and paid her ſeveral Viſits, as being one of 
her Countrymen, and wheſe Curioſity made him 
defirous of ſeeing her. In ſhort, he ſoon began to 


talk in the Strain of a Lover, and pretended a vio- 


* lent Paſſion for her Ladyſhip ; who being prompt- 
cd by her own vicious Inclinations, readily lent an 
Ear to Deſgrais's Propoſals, and agreed to take a 
Walk with him out of the City. Here the pretended 
Lover on a ſudden throws off the Diſguiſe, arreſts 
the Marchioneſs, and leaving her in the Cultody « of 
his Archers, return'd to the Convent, into which 

the 
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Magiſtrates had given him Authority to enter. He 
ſearched the Lady's Apartment, and found under 
her Bed a little Box, which ſhe earneſtly deſir'd to 
have reſtored to her, but to no Purpoſe. She was 
very uneaſy about a Paper that was in it, which 
| ſhe called her Confeſſion, and which took up fif- 


teen or ſixteen Pages: It was, in Fact, a ſhort 


Hiſtory of her Life. In the firſt Article ſhe accuſed 
herſelf of having cauſed a Houſe to be ſet on Fire; 
in another ſhe own'd that at ſeven Years of Age 
ſhe had ſuffer d herſelf to be debauch'd: In a 
Word,” ſhe there confeſs'd, not only all the Crimes 
that were laid to her Charge, but alſo ſeveral others 
of which ſhe was not ſuſpected. ; 


Mapau de Sevigné, whom I quoted above, in 
her 269") Letter writes thus: Madam de Brin- 
& willier tells us in her Confeſſion, that ſhe loſt her 
* Virginity at ſeven Years of Age, and ever after - 
* liv'd in the ſame debauch'd Manner; that ſhe 
&« had poiſon'd her F ather, her Brothers, and one 
& of her Children; nay ſhe poiſoned her own ſelf, 
1 in order to try tne Effects of an Antidote of her 
% own preparing. (Here is even Medea herſelf out- 
« done!) She acknowledged this Confeſſion was 
« her own Hand- writing, (which was imprudent to 
« the laſt Degree) but ſaid ſhe was out of her 
„ Senſes when ſhe wrote it; that it was nothing 
but a Piece of Phrenzy and Extravagance, not 
* worthy to be read or taken Notice of.“ 
Tus Marchioneſs put a Truſt in one of the Ar- 


chers, which he had the Prudence not to execute: 


She gave him a Letter, after ſhe was arreſted, to 


carrx 


A 


[ 22 J 
carry to a Perſon of her Acquaintance, whoſe Name 
was Theria; wherein ſhe deſir'd him to come im- 
mediately, and reſcue her from Deſgrais and his 
Men. 

- SHE intruſted * ſame Archer wk another Let- 
ter to Theria, wherein ſhe informs him, that De/- 
grais's Archers were but eight in Number, and 
might eaſily be beaten by five reſolute Fellows. 
Is a third Letter, given and directed as before, 
ſhe ſends Theria Word, that in Caſe he could not 
reſcue her by .open Force, he ſhould kill two of the 
four Horſes that drew the Coach ſhe was carried in; 
daa be ſure to ſeize the Box above- mentioned, and 
burn it, otherwiſe ſhe was undone. ; 

 Troven Theria had not received theſe Lone 
yet he came to Magſtricbt, through which the Mar- 
chioneſs was to paſs, and endeavour'd to bribe the 
Archers, by offering them a thouſand Piſtoles to 
let her eſcape; but all proy'd ineffetual. . 

Sun then attempted to make away with herſelf | 
by ſwallowing a Pin, but was prevented by one of 
the Archers. She was more affected with the Dread 


of her approaching Puniſhment, than with Renal 
for the Crimes.ſhe had committed, 


Tux King ordered Mr. Palluau, a Ganndilicn 5 in 
the Grand- Chamber of the Parliament, to go. to 
Rocroy, in order to examine the Priſoner before ſhe 
came to Paris. Madam de Sevigné, who mentions 
this Fact, ſays, it was ſo ordered becauſe moſt of the 
Judges were related to the Criminal; but I rather 
believe it was done that ſne might not have Time 


to 
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to meditate her Anſwers. Be that as it will, the 
Order was executed. 

In her 265 Letter Madam 4 Sevignẽ an 
©. Brinvillier's Actions and Behaviour are the only 
« Topics of Converſation. When ſhe wrote in 
her Confeſſion, that ſhe had murdered her Fa- 
< ther, no doubt it was for fear of forgetting it; 
being of ſo tender a Conſcience, ſhe was afraid 
that her ſmall Faults might eſcape her Memory, 
“and therefore thought proper to commit them 
to Writing.“ 

Wuen ſhe was confined in the Conciergery * at 
Paris, a Letter of her's directed to Mr. Penautier was 
intercepted, wherein ſhe ſpoke freely of the Danger 
ſhe was in, gave him an Account of the Conduct 
ſhe was determined to obſerve during the Courſe of 
the Proceedings againſt her, and told him ſhe was 
reſolved to confeſs nothing ; but, on the contrary, 
to diſſemble every thing. She aſk'd his Advice, 
and deſired he would intereſt his Friends in her Be- 
half. | 

Tais. indeed ſhe had already a upon her 
Examination, at which Time ſhe denied every 
Thing ſhe was charged with, and even diſowned 
the Letters ſne had wrote after ſhe was arreſted; 
nor would ſhe acknowledge that ſhe knew any 
thing of St. Croix's Box when it was ſhewn to her. 
Sax faid, that the Reaſon of her giving a Note 
for 30000 Livres to St. Croix was, in order that he 
might appear amongſt her Creditors, and prevail 
with them to come to reaſonable Terms but ſhe 
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had a Note of Indemnity from St. Croix, which ſhe 
had loſt upon the Road. 
Map Sevigné relates, that whilſt the Mar- 
chioneſs was in Priſon, ſhe deſir'd to play a Game 
at Piguet to paſs away the Time. One would think 
ſhe muſt have been very unconcern'd under her 
melancholy Circumſtances: But it is plain ſne was 
not always poſſeſs'd of ſuch Tranquillity of Mind; 
for ſne made a ſecond Attempt to kill herſelf, but 
was prevented. The Kind of Death ſhe had 
pitched upon was a Sort of Impalement. 

Mx. Nivelle, an eminent Counſellor, undertook 
the Cauſe of the Marchioneſs, and argued the Point, 
Whether a Confeſſion, written by an accuſed 
« Perſon, in order to be ſhewn to a Confeſſor, 
«© ought to be admitted as Evidence in a n of 
£ Juſtice ?*? 
 Berort he comes to diſcuſs this Queſtion, he 
endeavours to prepoſſeſs us in Favour of Brinvillier. 
He ſays, That St. Croix was the Demon that rais'd 
the Storm, and diſturbed the Peace of her Family; 


that he made uſe of the Influence he had over the 


Marquis of Brinvillier, in order to ingratiate him- 
ſelf with his Lady. He blames her for placing 
ſuch a Confidence in this wicked Man, but he ex- 
cuſes her at the ſame time, becauſe he knew fo 
well the Art of Diſſimulation, that ſhe was never 
thoroughly acquainted with his Hearr. 

Hz fays further, that Sz. Croix being enraged 
againſt the Family of Mr. D' Aubray, who had 
cauſed him to be impriſon'd, was prompted by a 
| _ of Revenge to poiſon her two Brothers, by 

the 
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the Alnltanee of La Chauſſte : That the Marchioneſs 
did not ſo much as know of his villainous Deſign, 
and that his Aim was to make himſelf Maſter, of 
the Eſtate of the F amily, which according to his 
Scheme would 1 into the Marchioneſs $ ape 
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F He 1 is e's the a Fate * Ls 
Chauſſee, who was the Tool made uſe of by &. 
Croix to accompliſh' his Deſigns. He adds, that 
though the Marchioneſs was likewiſe accuſed, ſhe 
did. hot abſcond upon that Account, but only to 
avoid the Profſec cution, of her Creditors. He then 
proceeds to juſl fy. the Marchioneſs, and obſerves, 
that the horrid and heinous Crimes of which ſhe was 
indicted require the ſtrongeſt and plaineſt Profs; 
that the Accuſation is brought againſt a Lady of 
diſtinguiſhed Birth, whoſe Education leaves no room 
even to ſuſpect . her being .guilty. The greater 
the Crimes, as St. Cyprian excellently obferves,. the 
more evident, ought the Proofs N een * 
more. uncxceptiondble the Wineſſes,* : 

hot E induce ourſelves to commit. a Ny ne 
Crime; for tis hard to ſilencs the Reproofs of 
e "The Mind is ſhock d, ſays St. Am- 
bro/ e To the Soul i is in Pain when i it commits a great 
Sin. The Holy. Scripture very juſtly compares the 
trug e we ; make 1 in the perpetrating an atrocious 
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6 Quanto majora fant crimina, tanto magys idoneis & indubi- 
tatis teftibus indigere. 


dy Horret r tabeſcit mens, cum ad ſeekeris exitum be., 
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Crime to the Pains of Childbed : They conceive 
Miſchief, and bring forth Vanity, and their Belly 
prepareth Deceit. — Behold, be travaileth with Ini- 
quity, and bath conceived Miſchief, and brought forth 
Falſhood. — They conceive Miſchief, and bring forth 
Iniguity. From whence we may conclude, that 
a Perſon of high Birth, who has been educated in 
the Principles of Virtue, cannot, without great 
Difficulty, be drawn into a wicked. Action, and 
will probably get the Victory over the ſtronge eſt 
Temptation. g 
Ax afterwards attacks the teltimonial Proofs and 
finds but three Witneſſes, that deſerve any Note. 
Cluet, a Serjeant, one of theſe Witneſſes, had de- 
poſed, that the Marchioneſs had ſaid, Her eldeft 
Brother was good for nothing; ; that if ſhe bad been 
ſo diſpoſed, ſhe might have cauſed him to be aſſaſſi nated 
by two Gentlemen on the Road to Orleans, whey, be 
was Intendant there; that fhe would have given fifty 
Louidores 7 to recover the Box after St. Croix s S 
Death ; that ſhe bad us'd ber beſt E ndeavours to get 
ii in bis Life-time ; and that had ſhe recover d it, ſhe 
would bave cauſed bis Throat ” be cut from, Ea ar 70 
Zar. LANE (7.3 
A Won this Mr. Nivelle cher bet. t Bel is no  Likeli- 
hood the'Marchioneſs would ſpeak thus to a mean | 
obſcure Fellow; that her great Hefe of regaining 
the Box, miſt be attributed to lter want of the Par 
pers contained in it. He then takes * of N 


*; 
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Argument to invalidate the Depoſitions of the two 
other Witneſſes, as being founded only on Hear. 
ſay, and little better than mere Conjectures. : 

. Wirn regard to the amorous Correſpondence 
ſuppoſed to be carried on between St. Croix and the 
Marchioneſs ; were it true, ſays he, nothing to the 
Purpoſe could be inferred from it ; becauſe, allow- 
ing her guilty of an unlawful Paſſion, yet we can- 
not imagine her to have been capable of commit- 
ting the horrid Crimes laid to her Charge: Beſides, 


the contrary has been ſufficiently made appear al- 
ready. 


Mgr. Nivelle pretends to draw great Advantages 
from the dying Confeſſion of La Chauſſte, wherein 
he declares St. Croix had told him, that the Mar- 
chioneſs was ignorant of the Art of poiſoning. We 

have already ſeen in what Senſe this Declaration 
ought to be underſtood. And in order to give 
more Weight to La Chauſſee's Confeſſion, we muſt 
take Notice, ſays Mr. Nivelle, that the Truth which 
a Criminal keeps as a Priſoner in his Breaſt, at laſt 
breaks its Chains, when he is going to appear be- 
fore the awful Tribunal of God. And to this I 
fhall add, that all the Ties of Fear, Hope, Reſpect, 
and Love of Life, which keep the Truth (ſo dread- 
ful to a Criminal) as it were in Chains, are then 
diſſolv'd and broken ; becauſe all thoſe human In- 
| fluences vaniſh as Shadows before the ſtrong Light 

of divine Juſtice, into the- Hands of which the 
Tranſgreſſor is ready to fall. 

As to the Box with a Paper in it, wherein St. 
Croix * it belong d to the Marchioneſs; Mr. 
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Nivelle endeavours to ſhew by the Date of this Pa- 
per, and thoſe of the Superſcripfions on the Poiſons, 
that they had been put into the Box after the Paper 
was written. 
As this Box contain'd ſome affectionate Letters 
of the Marchioneſs, which might give room to cen- 
ſure her Conduct; St. Croix, to prevent all ſuch ill- 
natur'd Reflections, deſir'd that the Letters ſhe 
wrote him, expreſſing her Paſſion for him, might 
be burnt, Here Mr. Novelle allows the Marchio- 
neſs had a criminal Affection for St. Croix; but he 
grants this Point merely to perſuade us this was the 
only Crime ſhe was guilty of. Nay, he draws yet 
another Inference in her Favour from theſe amorous 
Letters, viz. That ſhe muſt be ſuppoſed innocent 
of the Poiſonings laid to her Charge, becauſe ſhe 
makes no mention of them in theſe Letters ; which 
*tis probable ſhe would have done, as her Heart 
was then open, and ſhe was expreſſing all her Sen- 
timents freely, without Fear or Reſerve. But in 
ſpite of all the Eloquence Mr. Nivelle employs to 
veil and conceal the Crimes of Madam Brinviller, 
we cannot but obſerve, that the more he endea- 
vours to cover them, the plainer they appear. 
THew he returns to the Marchioneſs's Confeſ- 


ſion, which reveals all the horrid T ranſa&tions of | 
her Life. 


In this Confeſſion, which begins with theſe 


Words: I confeſs myſelf to Almighty God, and to you 
my Father, &c. ſhe accuſes herſelf of having poi- 


ſoned her Father, and her two Brothers, and of 


having 


1 


having attempted to kill her Siſter after the fame 


Manner. 


Ma. Nivelle RD Jet that this Aceulation can 
be of no: Uſe in a Court of Juſtice, becauſe the in- 
violable Law of Secrecy, equally impoſed upon the 
Confeſſor and thoſe who make a Confeſſion, either 
vivd voce, or in Writing, .renders it uſcleſs to all 
the Purpoſes of Civil Society, 

Tris ſacred Law was given by Jeſus rig, at 
the ſame Time he commanded us to reveal our Sins 
to a Confeſſor. Were it not for this Law of Se- 
crecy, who would confeſs? It is ſo connected with 
the divine Precept, that it is an eſſential Condition 
of it. It is evident that Feſus Chrift in calling Sin- 
ners to the Tribunal of Confeſſion and Penance, 
that they may obtain Mercy, never intended to ex- 
poſe them to the Danger of loſing their Honour, 
and even their Lives, by the Confeſſion of their 
Sins. How would it be poſſible to reconcile ſuch 
great Evils with the Goodneſs of God, which is ſo 
conſpicuous at that Tribunal? From whence it 
foltows, that this Law of Secrecy relates to Con- 

eſſions in Writing, as well as thoſe made by Word 
f Mouth; and that it obliges both the Confeſſor, 

and all thoſe who may poſſibly have any Knowledge, 
of the Confeſſion ; ſince the Reaſons of Secrecy 

drawn from the Sacrament * itſelf, and from the 


Obligation of Confeſſing, are equally applicable to 
the one and the other. | 


* The — make a Sacrament of Penance or Pe- 
nitence. 


* 


Nor HIN 
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- Nortnins makes it more evident, that this Law 
of Secrecy was enjoined by Feſus Chriſt himſelf, 
than our finding no Eccleſiaſtical Law concerning it 
in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity : For every one 
| knew it was ſufficient that it came immediately from 
Chriſt himſelf, and was a neceſſary Condition of the 
Obligation of Confeſſion. 
Mx. Nivelle, by comparing the ſacramental Con- 

feſſion of a Criminal, with the Confeſſion he makes 
before a Judge or Magiſtrate, ſays, that the firſt 
is inſtituted by God for the Abſolution of Sins, the 
ſecond is eſtabliſhed by Juſtice for the Puniſhment 
of them; the former is a comfortable Refuge of 
Sinners, the latter a ſtrong Proof of a Criminal's 
Guilt ; the one is the Means of their Salvation, the 
other the Inftrument of their Deſtruction. He then 
quotes this beautiful Paſſage of St. Ambroſe: He who 
| confeſſes, accuſes himſelf before God; be acknowledges 
his Sins, God pardons them - He accuſes bimſelf, God 
excules bim. * 

St. Baſil is one of the firſt Fathers that acquaint 
us with the Cuſtom of the Church, with regard to 
the inviolable Secrecy of Confeſſion. T And all the 
Fathers and Councils that have ſince that Time re- 
new'd this Precept, ſpeak of it as a Doctrine which 
was obſerved in the firſt Ages; they look upon it 
zs a Rule obſerv'd by the Apoſtles themſelves, and 

— by the reſt of the Church, as a Law dic- 


Qui confitetur percata ſua coram Deo, agnoſcit peceator, ro- 
feit Deus; cum accuſat, excuſatur. 


+ Epift. ad Amphile, © Canon. 34. 


tated 
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tated by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf. ® From whence 
it follows that the Church did not preſcribe the In- 
violability of this Secrecy, but receiv'd it from a 
Power ſuperior to itſelf ; which Power can be none 
but that of God alone. | 

Tux Author of the late Treatiſe of * anviolable 
Secrecy of Confe Non + demonſtrates, - by the Autho- 
rities he brings, the conſtant Practice of the Chunk. 
in the Obſervation of that ſacred Law. . 

Taz General Council of Lateran, held ander 
Innocent III, at the End of that well-known Canon, 
Omnnis utrinſque ſexus, adds theſe Words, which are 
found in- the Writings of moſt Divines: A Prieſt 
muſt be very cautious not 0 divulge, either by Words 
or Signs, or in any Manner whatſoever, the'Sin of bis 
Penitent : If he has Occaſion to conſult any body, be 
may do it without diſcovering the Name of the Perſon ; 
for we ordain that whoſoever dares reveal the Sins 
intruſted 10 him in Confeſſion, ſpall be depos'd from the 
Pri eſthood, and moreover cloſely confined in a Mona- 
ſtery, in order to do, Penance there the Remainder of 
bis Life. This Council therefore does not eſtabliſh 
the Rule, but ſuppoſes it already eſtabliſned, and 
lays' Penalties upon the Confeſſors that diſcover the 
Secrets of their Penitents, either through Malice or 
Indiſcretion. As the Precept of Secrecy impoſed 
upon the Confeſſors is a divine Precept, derived 
from oſs Chriſt himſelf ;- it follows, that in any 
Caſe whatſoever no eceleſiaſtical or ſecular Power 
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has a Right'ts diſpenſe with it; nor can any Iatereſt, 
either Peel or Prime authoriſe the Violation of 
1. w 

Fnoir herice it Anewife follows, that mY Dips. 
fs of a Confeſſor, who ſhould be guilty of dif- 
covering the Confeſſion of a Criminal, ought not to 
be received by the Judges; ; becatife this Confeſſion, 
which-otight'ts be revealed to God alone, can be 
of no Uſe to Men; and they infringe apo God's 
Rights, When they make act of ſuch Confeſſion. . 
BT the Cohfeſſor is got the only one obliged 
ro Secrecy, becadſe he is fot the only one. Who 
who may come ar the Knowledge of the Crimes de. 
ered in à Confeſſion. The fame "Law likewife 
obliges tlioſ co whom a "Confeſfor' reveals, eicher 
indifereetly of out of Malice, the Copfeſnon of his 
Penitents. Thie Interpreters which a Penibelt ay 
be under à Necefſity of m king uſe of, eithe r for 
warit'of underſtanding the Confellor, or of being 
underſtood by Hin, are-nb Jess oblig d to Secrecy, 
The ſame is to be fad of thoſe who muy baſe been 
intruſted With another's Confenon, or may happen 

to hear the pfpvate COH HBI Jef 1125 ;,.Or 
it gui Perſon Tce by Signs.” Laſtly, 
thofe who by Chance have fountt any Perſun's Con- 
feſſion in Writing are obliged to the ſame Secrecy z 
and farther;! they ought'to leave of reading git, as | 
fon as they Kiibw what it is. e | _ 
A wr TI Confeſfſion is an” Ink pet, a8 the 
Dixvinęs call! it, Internuntia Confeſſonis, which the 

ets of the Penitent are intruſted to, before they 

are revealed to the Confeffor? Conſequefrtiy boch a 
Confeſſion 
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Confeſſion ought to be kept with inviolable Secrecy. 
Agreeable to this Doctrine, when Confeſſions were 
made by Letters to abſent Confeſſors, the Perſons 
into whoſe Hands they happened to fall by Miſtake, 
were obliged to obſerve the ſame Law of Secrecy.. 
Tis principally and eſſentially to God that Con- 
feſlion is directed, and we may receive Abſolution 
from him without the Mediation of his Miniſtere, 
by confeſſing our Sins to him only, either by Word 
of Mouth, or in Writing: For which Reaſon the 
Royal Pſaliniſt ſays, I will confeſs my Tranſgreſſions 
unio the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the. Iniquity of my 
Sin. * I formed in my Heart the Reſolution 
of confeſſing my Sins to God, and thou, O Lord, 
didſt immediately pardon me. But ſtill the Obli- 
gation of confeſſing 1 to the Prieft 1 is perpetual i in our 
Religion. 

Sr. Auguſtin 3 thoroughly convincd that 
God is even beforehand with us by his Mercies, 
makes uſe of thoſe beautiful Expreſſions in the fifth 
Canon of the Diſtinction de Pænis: O wonderful 
Mercy of God! The Sinner reſolves to confeſs his Sins, 
and they are forgiven bim: Even before be has uttered 
a Word, God bas heard him. The Reſolution of doing 
a good Action is rewarded as the Action itſelf + From 
hence it follows, that Man, whatever Authority he 
1 inveſted with, cannot make uſe of. a Confeſſion, 


4 * pfalm xxxii. 5. | 
+ Magna pietas Dei, ut ad vlan promiſſimen peccata dimiſerit; 
vondum pronuntiat ore, & tamen Deus jam audit corde, qui ipſum 
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which is a Secret reſerved for the Knowledge of 
God alone. 


Tris Obligation of Secrecy, which Concerns al 
thoſe who come to the Knowledge of a Confeſſion, 
is a neceſſary Conſequence of the Precept which en- 
Joins Confeſſion; for as God invites the Sinner to 
the Tribunal of Penance, he gives him to under- 
ſtand that Secrecy will be obſerv'd ; otherwiſe: the 
Penitent would be deceived by God himſelf, if he 
had not forbid the divulging the Secrets of Confeſ- 
Gon. Thoſe that are guilty of divulging them 
make Confeſſion odious, and fruſtrate God's De- 
ſign, by keeping a Sinner from the Tribunal of Re- 
pentance, which the Obligation of Secrecy gives 
him Boldneſs to approach. They intimidate Men's 
Conſciences, and drive them out of this Port of 
Salvation : More eſpecially they deter the greateſt 
Sinners, who are thoſe that want it moſt. They 
drive from it ſuch Perſons as are obliged, for want 
of a good Memory, to ſet down their Confeſſion in 
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ful, that their own Piety, or even their Confe ſſor 
might preſcribe it; and without which it cannot be 
expected they will make a full Confeſſion of their 
Sins. It would render Confeſſion of no Uſe to 
deaf and dumb People, who cannot confeſs other- 
wiſe ; and conſequently are by this Means deprived 
of the Aſſurance of Abſolution. 
From this great Principle it follows, that in what 
Manner ſoever a Confeſſion may be made, it ought 
to be kept under the Seal of an inviolable Silence. 
If thoſe who have heard a Confeſſion are not allow'd 
| | | to 
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to o make uſe of it in their Depoſitions on a Trial, it 
would be ſtill more dangerous to receive written 
Confeſſions as Evidence, becauſe Proofs in Writing 
ate ſtronger than mere oral Teſtimonies. The 
Principle on- which the Obligation of Secrecy in 
Matters of Confeſſion is grounded, is ſo evident it- 
ſelf, that it needs not the Authority of Caſuiſts to 
fupport it. | jr 

Bur notwithſtanding this, Mr. Nivelle brings the 
Authorities of Henriquez, in his Treatiſe on Penance; 
of Diana, in his Queſtions concerning the Sacraments, 
Reſolution 1® and 12; and of Navarro in his 
16 Chapter; who all agree, that we ought to 
leave off reading a Confeſſion as ſoon as we know 
what it is. That celebrated Caſuiſt Dominic Soto, who 
was Confeſſor to the Emperor Charles V, and af- 
ſiſted at the firſt Seſſions of the Council of Trent, 
relates, in the fourth of his Sentences, that an Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Judge, having found a private Perſon's 
Confeffion in Writing, made uſe of it to lay an In- 
formation againſt the Penitent, but was puniſhed 
for it by his Superior. This Divine adds, that this 
Law is equally binding, both on Civil and Eccle- 
flaſtical Judges. And farther, Mr. Nivelle quotes 
this fine Paſſage of Cardinal Du Perron, in his Re- 
ply to the King of Great- Britain, Chap. 3. That 
the Church has given to her Children, who con- 
„ feſs themſelves to her, a ſtrong Promiſe of Se- 
erecy, as a Pledge for their Honour and Life; 
which Obligation cannot be violated, without 

breaking through all Laws, Divine and Human. 

NE1THER can it be ſaid, that Madam Brinvillier's 


3: Memoirs 
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Memoirs were but a Sketch of a Confeſſion, and 
not a real one: For it begins with theſe Words, 1 
confeſs myſelf to God, and to you my Father, &c. It 

is evidently a real Confeſſion. Beſides, admitting 
it to be only a Sketch of a Confeſſion, it ought to 
be kept with the ſame Secrecy ; ſince every Means 
the Penitent makes uſe of towards his Confeſſion is 


ſacred, as it were, and ſhould be covered with the 
Veil of Silence. „ 


ST. Thomas puts the Caſe of a Penitent, who 
ſhould imagine he was confeſling to a Prieſt, when 
in reality the Perſon was not ſo: And he aſſerts, 
that the Truſt the Penitent repoſes in the Perſon 
who receives his Confeſſion, and his Intention of 
confeſſing himſelf to God, lays an Obligation of 
Secrecy upon every one that hears him. Joinville, 
who certainly was not a Prieſt, relates, that being 
at Sea a dreadful Storm aroſe, and many Perſons, 
who were on board with him, confeſſed themſelves 
to him: And in this Caſe, he was undoubtedly 
obliged to Secrecy.* _ „ bo 

Santeuil was under the ſame Obligation, with 
regard to the Woman who confeſſed herſelf to him, 
thinking he was a Prieſt ; nay, he was culpable for 
having heard her Confeſſion, if what is related + of 
this Affair is true. Tis neither the Character of 


* Totnville ſays freely, that he abſolved them as far as lay 
in his Power : In tantum quantum poſſum. | 
+ The Woman having acquainted Santexil with all her Sins, 
aſk'd his Abſolution : / cannot abſokve you, ſays: he, I am not a 
Prieft. Why then, ſays ſhe, did you hear me ? I /hall complain te 
the Biſhop, And I to your Huſband, anſwer d Santeuil, 


| the 
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the Prieſt, nor the Abſolution, which obliges to 
: yk ; but the Nature of Confeſſion itſelf. 
_ + Wrar Reaſons could the Judges aſſign, who 
ſhould make uſe. of the Sacramental Confeſſion of a 
Criminal, in order to convict him? Would they 
alledge their Character as Judges, as Truſtees of 
Juſtice, which is a Reſemblance of that of the 
Deity? Would they plead the publick · Good, to 
which, they will ſay, every thing ought to give 
place? Would they dare to put theſe Reaſons in 
the Scale againſt a Precept derived from Chriſt him- 
- ſelf, againſt the Sacrament of Penance, and the 
Salvation of the Souls of Sinners? There is in the 
Name of Chriſtian, which they aſſume, a Light that 
' diffipates all theſe empty Shadows; ſince that Name 
obliges them to prefer God's Commandments to 
their Lives, their Honours, their Eſtates, to the 
Ties of Blood and Friendſhip, and in general to 
evey Kind of Intereſt, both public and private. 
Rodericus Acugna, a Portugueſe Archbiſhop, in 
his Treatiſe of Confeſſors relates, that a certain Per- 
ſon having been condemn'd to die for Murder, re- 
fuſed to confeſs his Sins to the Prieſt, with an Ob- 
ſtinacy that no Perſuaſions could conquer. At firſt 
it was imagined that the terrible Apprehenſions of 
Death had deprived the Criminal of his Senſes : 
But St. Thomas de Villeneuve, Archbiſhop of Valen- 
cia, where the Fellow had committed the Murder, 
and where he was condemn'd, having earneſtly 
preſs'd him to make his Confeſſion, and enquired 
the Reaſons of: his obſtinate Refuſal, he ar laſt an- 
ſwered, I look with Horror upon Confeſſion, becauſe - 
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my Confeſſor diſcover'd the Crime for which I ant now 
going to ſuffer , the Man I murder d being bis own 
Drother. St. Thomas de Villeneuve thought that the 
Intereſt of Religion was of greater Importance than 
the Execution of a Mutderer : He therefore call'd 
the Confeſſor to him, and having made him ac- 
knowledge the Sin of divulging a Confeſſion, which 
was the ſole Cauſe of this Criminal's Condemna-+ 
tion, he obliged the Judges to revoke their Sen- 
tence, and to acquit the Priſoner; and order d the 
Prieſt only a ſmall Puniſhment, becauſe he had in- 
genuouſly confeſs'd his Fault. 

As to the publick Confeſſions, which were made 
in the primitive Ages of the Church, nothing can 
be juſtly inferr'd from that Practice againſt the Ob- 
ligation of Secrecy in Confeſſion. The Penitent 
voluntarily put himſelf to this open Shame; and 
when he accuſed himſelf of Crimes wherein he had 
Accom plices, he concealed their Names; neither 
did he particularize his Sins, but only made a ge- 
neral Confeſſion of them, and took great Care to 
conceal whatever he thought improper to divulge. 
Beſides, it was not allow'd to make any manner of 
Uſe of theſe Confeſſions. | 

ALL theſe convincing Arguments were „ . 
in the Counſellor's Opinion, to exempt Lady Brin- 
villier's Senor from the 9 of the 
Judges. 

Bur it ſeems as if Mr. Nivells diſtruſted the 
Strength of his Proofs, by faying, that the Confeſ- 
ſion of the Marchioneſs was the Effect of a diſor- 
der'd Mind, and that ſhe was at that Time in a 

| Kind 
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Kind of Delirium. He is not aware, that by en- 
deavouring to perſuade us that this Lady in her 
Frenzy might accuſe herſelf of Crimes ſhe was not 
guiley of, he gives room to conclude that her Con- 
feſſion, being the Fruit of a diftemper'd Brain, has 
not the Character of a true Confeſſion, ſuch as is 
ſubject to the Law of 'Secrecy ; and thereby he 
weakens his own Arguments. 

Bur what Advocate can prevent his Pleadings 
being cenſured? It muſt be confeſs'd however, that 
| theſe of Mr. Nivelle deſerve to be reckon'd among 
thoſe that have done Honour to the Bar. | 

Tux is Reaſon to think, that the Court, * 
without having any Regard to the Confeſſion of 
the Marchioneſs, thought there were ſufficient Proofs 
to cendemn her. The Crimes that had been com- 
mitted were fully prov ed by La Chauſſ#e's Trial; 
and from thence it was — to diſcern that St. Croix 
and the - Marchioneſs were the Authors of them. 
Intereſt,” the chief Source of Wickedneſs, was the 
Motive that influenced both theſe Wretches : The 
 Marchipneſs was prompted to her Crimes by a De- 
fire of getting Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate and Effects 
of her Father, Brothers, and Siſter ; and St. Croix 
was in hopes of being entirely Mater of that La- 
dy's Fortune, who was devoted to him by fo blind 
a Paſfion. The fatal Box before mention d, which 
contain d ſo many Poiſons, and which belonged to 
the Marchioneſs according to St. Croix's Declara- 
tion, was one of the moſt evident Proofs againſt 


w Parliament 


1 


[ 40 J 

Add to this the criminal Paſſion ſhe had for 

rs Croix; the dying Confeſſion of La  Chauſſee, 
(whatever Mr. Novelle may ſay of it) and all the 
Conjectures that were drawn from the Depoſitions 
of the Witneſſes, and the Flight of the Marchio- 
neſs, who had ſuffer' d herſelf to be condemn'd 
without appearing to defend herſelf; together with 
the Half. Confeſſions ſhe let ſlip in her Anſwers at 
her Examination. All which were ſuch convincing 
Proofs of her Guilt, that the Four: Pad VPN "er 
the following, Sentence. 743135 l 
„ TRHRE — 1 (the 8 Chamber _ — 

&« gelle being aſſembled) having conſider d the Cri- 
< minal Proceſs begun by the Provoſt or his Lieu- 
« tenant in the Chatelet, at the Requeſt: of the 
6e Subſtitute of the King 8 Attorney-General, con- 
<« tinued at the Requeſt. of Lady Mary: I hereſa 
« Mangot de Villarceau, Relict of Lord - Anthony 
« d Aubray, Knight and Count of Offremont, Lord 
et of Villers and other Places, the King's Coun- 
« ſellor in his Councils, Maſter of the Requeſts in 
« Ordinary of his Houſhold, and Lieutenant-Civil 
<« of the Provoſtſhip and Viſcounty of Paris, Ac- 
<« cuſer and Plaintiff, the ſaid Subſtitute being join- 
« ed; againſt Lady Mary Margaret d Aubray, 
« Wife of the e of Brinvillier, Jobn Baupin, 
« Valet de Chambre, and one La Pierre, abſent 
4 and Accom plices; and alſo againſt John Amelin, 
<& otherwiſe La Chauſſe ze, a Journeyman Barber, 
« late a Servant to Mr. d Aubray, a Counſellor in 
5: the ſaid Court, then a Priſoner; and againſt 


« Lady 
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« Lady Magdalen Bertrand de Breuil, Widow of 
7 «, Mr. St. Croix, late a Captain of Horſe in the Regi- 
t ment of Traff, | Accuſed and Defendants. Fhe 
4 {aid Proofs being judged in the Chamber of 
66 Wurnelle, againſt the ſaid La Chauſſee, and Lady 
& Aubray of Brinvillier, who was out- awd by 
et the: ſame; and ever ſince continued in the ſaid 
Chamber at the Requeſt of the King's Attorney- 
1 General, and of the ſaid Lady Mangot, a Wi- 
6, dow, againſt the {aid Lady d. Aubray of Brin- 
e villier, a Priſoner in the Conciergery of the Pa- 
4 lace, Defendant; and being terminated according 


e tothe Judgments given in the Grand Chamber 


<. and Taurnelle aſſembled, in Conſequence of the 
« Traverſe: made by. the ſaid d Aubray of Brin- 
<«< ver, and in Conformity to the Opinion of the | 
King's Attorney - General. The ſaid d Aubray 
being heard and interrogated upon the Caſes 
< ariſing in the Courſe of her Trial, the Court 
has pronounced and declared, and does declare, 
< the ſaid 4 Aubray of Brinvillier juſtly arnaign*d 
“ and convicted of having cauſed to be poiſoned 
„ Mr. Dreux 4 Aubray, her Father, and the faid 
« .Maſters d' Aubray, the one a Counſellor in the 
46 Parliament, and the other Lieutenant- Civil, Her 
4 two Brothers, and of having attempted to take 
t away the Life of the late Thereſa'd' Aubray, her ; 
ce Siſter; and for Satisfaction of the ſame has 
<« condemn'd and condemns: the ſaid 4 Aubray of 
« Brinvillier, to make the Amende honorable before 
Ke A the chief Door 'of the Metropolitan Church of 
EEE G „ PFarns; 


2 


[4] 
« Pois, whither the ſhall be eafried in a 
« Pung - Cart, bare-footed, with a Halter out 
her Neck, holding in her Hands a burfiing 
Torch, weighing two Pounds; and being there 


* on her Knees. ſhall ſay and declare; that wicked- 


% ly and maliciouſly, and to get Poſſeſſion of their 

4 Eftates, ſhe: cauſed” her Father and her two 
<<, Brothers to be poiſoned, and attempted the Life 
75 m her late Siſter, of which ſho repents, and aſæs 

{. Pardon for it of God, of the King, and of Juf- 

0 tice: And this done, ſhe ſhall be carried and con- 
es ducted in the ſaid Dung. Cart to the (Place. de 
«©. Greve of this City, in order to be beheaded on 


a Scaffold, which ſhall be there erected; for chat 


« Purpoſe; her Body ſhall be bumt; and her 


« Aſhes thrown into the Air; but chefore her Exe- 


40 cution, ſhe ſnall be put to the Torture, bath or- 
Ge dinary and extraordinary, to make her confeſs 


4 her Accomplices: And: moreover, ſhe is de- 


4. clared diſinherited of all the. Eſtstes and! Effects 
; + of her ſaid Father, Brothers, and Siſter, from 
the Day ſhe committed; the: Ctimes of which 
* ſhe, is cocpicked : (And all her Eſtates are de- 

2270 ared confiſcated: ta whom they legally belong, 


gxcept thoſe which are; not ſubject. to Confiſca- 


« tipn, after previouſly; deducting. four Thouſand 
Livres fat the Uſe of the King, five Hundred 


« for. Prayers; to. God for the departed Souls of 


ber ſaid Father, Brothers, andi Siſter, in the 
aol the Conciergery of the Palace, and 
2 den Thouſand, by — of Satisfaction for Da- 


| "CC 
„ mages 


1 


4 — done to the ſaid Mangot, and all Ex- 


© pences, even thoſe incurr'd by the Proſecution 
« + bf the ſaid Amelin, otherwiſe La Chauſſee. 9 


in ee 390 * as; cer 8 
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Tur AMarckicnes, ** had abs denied her 


Une acknowledged them after her Sentence. 
Mr. Pirot, Doctor of the Sorbonne, who confeſſed 
and attended her when the was carried to Execu- 
tion, has given a very moving Account * of 
the laſt Hours of this remarkable Crimi- 
nal. He deſcribes her as ſo ſenſibly affected 


with her Guilt, ſo illuminated with the Divine |; 


Grace, and ſuch a true Penitent, that he even ven- 
tures to ſay, he ſhould be glad to be in her Place. 
He ſays, ſhe deſir'd to have the Euchariſt admini- 
ſter'd to her, but that it was denied her, as what 


"was never Sven to Perſons convicted of 3 — 


to the Participation of that holy ono She 
requeſted the' conſecrated Bread - might | be given to 
her, as it was to the Marſhal de Marillac, . er Kinſ- 
man, before he was executed: But this he likewiſe 
refuſed her, ſaying, that Marſhal. Marillac 8 Crime 
Was not near of ſo black a Nature as her own; that 


_ 18 to Derr i, not hogs 1 hong 3 
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« the Euchariſt, but even of the Figure ant —_ 
Sacrament. | tl r 12 
Tux famous Painter Le Brun placed himſel in 
a Situation where he might obſerve her Face at- 
tentively, when ſhe was carried to Execution, in 
order to copy the Aſpect: of a Criminal under all 
the Terrors of her approaching Puniſhment. -. She 
met in her Way to the Greve ſeveral, Ladies of Qua- 
lity, who came there out of Curioſity to ſee her; 
and looking earneſtly at them, ſhe told them, in a 
ſneering Manner, You are come to Ji: a foe Sight 
Indeed : 

Let us hear what Madam 40 4 fays 1 in her 
"296 Letter to Magam de Grignan her Danler. 


ee 


Fer, Friday, 7 17. 1676. 


"TT 


FT... her poor Ns "A after her 1 was 


« thrown into a very great Fire, and her Aſhes 

re into the Air; J fo, that we ſhall draw them i in with 
« out Breath, and by the Communication of the 
4 ſmall Particles we ſhall be ſeized with an Incli- 
<< yation of Poiſoning, which will do a great deal 
4 0f Miſchief. . She was tried. Veſterday; this 
* Mo otving her, Sentence was read to her, and the 
3" Torture was ſhewn her; but ſhe ſaid there was 
no need of it, for the would confeſs every Thing: 
„And indeed, for four Hours together, ſhe gave 
12 "_ Account of her Life, which was ſhocking be- 

Jong. Imagination. Ten Times ſucceſſively did 
IE poiſon her Father, and yet had much ado 
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to kill him. Love and Intrigues had al- 


2 1 * i. 
n 
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ways a Share in her Crimes. She deſired to 


* ſpeak to the Attorney-General, and was an Hour 
with him; but the Subject of their Converſation 
«< 18 not yet publickly Known. 

« AT Six in the Evening ſhe was carried in a 
« Cart, without any Cloaths but her Smock, with 
% 4 Halter about her Neck, to the Church of 
5 Notre Dame, where ſne made the Amende bono- 


„ rable. Then ſhe was put again into the Cart, 


„where I ſaw her lying on ſome Straw that was 
in it, with the Doctor on one Side, and the Exe- 
« cutioner on the other. I confeſs the Sight made 
% me tremble. Thoſe who ſaw the Execution 
„relate, that ſhe ſhew'd a Courage above her 
„Sex: For my Part I was upon the Bridge of 
« Notre-Dame, and I never ſaw ſo many People 
together, and Paris ſo ſilent and attentive. If 
« you aſk me what I ſaw, I anſwer you, I ſaw 
« a Head-dreſs, that is all. This Day was ſet 
<« apart for the Acting of a Tragedy. To-morrow 


« ] ſhall be better informed, and will let you 


e know every Particular.” 


In the 8 * me fo ſomething more 


about Brinvillier: She died as ſhe liv'd; that is, 
in a bold and reſolute Manner. She went to the 
„Room where they intended to put her to the 
„Torture, and ſeeing three Pails full of Water: 

Indeed, ſaid ſhe, there is enough to drown me; 

. 1 7 they conſider my Sie, they cannot expect 7 
6s Hall 
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& ſhall be able to. drink all that. * She heard the 
Judge pronounce her Sentence without Fear or 


« Weakneſs ; and towards the Concluſion ſhe made 
him begin again, ſaying, The Dung Cart fhock'd i 
« me at firſt, and binder d me from taking Notice of 


. what followed. She defired the Executioner 


might be placed before her, that ſhe might not 
5 ſee that Villain Deſgrais, as ſhe called him, who 
e apprehended her; for that Officer rode before 
« the Cart. Her Confeſſor having reprimanded 
& her for this; Well, faid ſhe, then let me have the 
« Sight of bim; I beg your Pardon for abuſing him. 
« She got upon the Scaffold alone and bare-footed, 
« and the Executioner ſpent a Quarter of an Hour 
„ in ſhaving and placing her Head; which the 
« People complain'd of as a very great Cruelty. 
« The next Day People ſought for her Bones, as 
« they had a Notion ſhe was a Saint. She had 
0 two Confeſſors, one of whom told her ſhe muſt 
« conceal every thing, the other that ſhe was obli- 
6 ged to divulge every thing: At which Difference 
of their Opinions ſhe could not forbear laughing: 
I may, ſaid ſhe, with a ſafe Conſcience do whatever 
og I Nahe. She ſaid nothing at all of ber Accom- 


It We by has that the Yates or Queſtion, as tis s called, 
is perform'd at Paris by making the Criminal drink Water un- 
till he confeſſes, or is almoſt ſuffocated. The Torture is of a 
different Kind in ſeveral Provinces of France: In Britany the 

Criminal has his Legs burnt ; ; in Orleanois the Legs are prong d 
flat, and the Bones Fr xa in Burgundy a Teeth-Whee 


the Back bone of the Criminal, which is apply d to it it hüt T 
is turn'd round. oh 


*# 


4 plices: 


t 


A pfices: Penautier will appear whiter than Snow: 
„ the Publick is not : pleaſec at it, and fays the 
* Judges are bribed: 

Ix her 299 Letter ſhe adds, The Worlt is 
very unjuſt, and has been ſo in refpect of Brix- 
* villior: Such Crimes as hers were never treated 
« in ſo tender a Manner: She was not put to the 
Forture; but expected her Pardon, and never 
thought of dying, till ſhe got on the Scaffold: 
Then ſhe cried out, Now I. nd it is in earneſt! 

- Maran Sevigns ſays farther, © Pis not poſſible 

e this wicked Woman ſhould be in Heaven, her 

<.. guilty Soul muſt needs be ſeparated from thoſe 
of the Righteous. To murder a Perſon at once 
imnothing, in Compariſon of being employed 
eight Months in killing one's Father, receiving 

„ Tokens of his Love and Tenderneſs almoſt every 
1 Day, and yet repaying all his Favours by in- 

46: creaſing the Doſes: of his Poiſon.“ But let us 

reflect a little, and we ſhall conclude, that Madam 

Sevigne had not a juſt Idea of Ger bey, which 
is extenſive beyond our Comprehenſion. | 

- In: the-Courſe of this Trial no mention at all is 
| mf the Marquis of Brinvillier, who was ſtill! 
alive: We muſt ſuppoſe; for his Honour, that the 
Shame and Confuſion brought upon him by Having, 
ſuch a Wife, induced him to conoeal himſelf, 
at laſt to bury himſelf, as it were, in in Retirement, 


However, Madam Sevigm ſays; That” be ſolicited 


in Behalf of his dear Spouſe, during ber Confine- 


Glazer _ 


10] 
Glazer the Apothecary, at whoſe Shop Sf. Croix 
bought his Drugs, was involved in this Trial, and 
had a great deal of Difficulty. to get off. Since 
that Time, by an Arret of the Parliament of the 
27" of February, 1677, related in the third Volume 
of the Journal of Audiences, Book: Il. Chap. ix. the 
Apothecaries and Druggiſts are obliged to be very 
cautious in regard to the Sale of ſuch Drugs as may 
be applied to wicked Purpoſes, and are not allow'd 
to ſell them to all Sorts. of People. They are 
obliged to regiſter the Names of thoſe who buy 
any, and to ſpecify for what Uſe they are deſign'd. 
And by a ſubſequent Edict the King laid them . 
der ſtill greater Reſtrictions. | 
Tux Intimacy of the Marchioneſs with Puopaties 
was the Occaſion of his being taken into Cuſtody : 
And he found it no eaſy Matter to convince the 
Judges of his Innocence, and to regain his Liberty. 
The ſtrongeſt Circumſtance againſt him was his 
intimate Acquaintance and Correſpondenee wih Se. 
Croix for eighteen Years together. 

Wx have already ſeen what Madam Sevignt aid. 
of Penautier. And in her 291% Letter ſhe farther | 
informs us, That he was nine Days in “ Ravail- 
* Jac's Cell, where he was dying when he was re- 
« mov'd: He has very great Friends, particularly 
<« the Archbiſhop of Paris, and Mr. Colbert.“ 
Snx adds, in her 298" Letter, Penautier is 
happy; never had Man ſo many powerful F ond: 


»The Villain that aſſaſſmated Henry IV, of France. | 
_*« You'll 
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s You'll find * will be acquittsd, but the 
World wilt not believe him innocent. There 
< ate ſome extraordinary. Circumftarices in this 
Trial, but they muſt not be tmentioned.” 
"In her 299 Litter ſhe writes, + Marſhal Ville. 
eh ſaid ſotne Days ago, that Penautier would 
* he ruin'd by this Affair: Marſhal Grammom ati: 
* 'fwered, Hi muſt  retrench- the | Expetices of bis 
e Table, Pis reported that 100000 Crowns 
©. have been to make Matters eaſy: I. 
* nocence has no Occaſion for ſuch Profuſton;?* - 

Mr. Tur gau de $1. Clair, Maſter of the Requeſts; 
wrote an excellent Latin Poem on the Marckioneſs 
of Brinvillier's Art of * and tho CY 
Dibcoveries ſne made. 

Porsomixc is rather the Crime of omen: than 
of Meri; for, not having Courage enough to re: 
venge themfelves openly by Arms, they chuſe this 
Way of attacking their Enemies, which Favours 
the Timoroufneſt of their Se and: conceals their 
Malice. DOR OT: 

Livy (in Book vn. of his fiſt Decade) 9 
a memorable Inſtance of the Wickedneſs of the Ras 
mam Ladies, vis. Under the Conſulſnhip of Claudias 
Marcellus and Titus Valerius, ſeveril Roman Citizens 
of the firſt Rank were poiſoned: And it was ob- 
ſerv d that moſt of them died after the ſame Man- 
ner. At laſt a certain Slave went to Quintus Fas 
bius an Edile, and yon to diſcover the: Cauſe 
2 — ublie Plague, as Li calls it. Fabius 
cated chis Air to the'Conſuls'; and upon 
„5 Wh --- a 
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the Slave's Information twenty: Palnidian Ladies 
were apprehended, whilſt they were prepating their 
poiſonous Compoſitions, amongſt whom were, Cor- 
nelia and Sergia, who ſtrenuouſly aſſerted they ere 


making up nothing but ſalutary Metlicines: But the 
Slave inſiſting upon their being Hoiſens, a Triab of 
them was made by cauſing the Ladies to ſwallow 
the fatal Draughts they had prepated, and ſo they 
periſhed by their own Devices. Theſe diſcover*d 
ſeveral of their Accomplices, ho inform' d againſb 
many more, infomuch that a Hundred and Seventy 
Patrician Ladies were convicted and executed. 
Such Numbers of People died before this Diſcos 
very was made, that at firſt it was attributed to a 
peſtilential Quality in the Air; and om that Account 
a Dictator was appointed to go and perform the 
Ceremony of driving a Nail into the Temple 
of 5 as was uſual on any: . Ca- 
22110 41300 Size id N 
Ir is the Duiy of Magiſtratancs, — . utmoſt 
Endeavours to bring all Poiſdners, and their Ar 
complices, to Juſtice, and to! extitpate them from 
the. Face of the Eartli for the Life of every one is 
at their Mercy: Prinaes eſpecially are more in Dan- 
ger than other People, and tis a Kind of Death 5 
they find i it difficult to guard againſt. 1 31:11 263 10 
A Venetian Ambaſſador gives an Account, "that 


under the :;Pontificate of Urban III, an-[talign Sn 5 


tleman confeſs'd his having poiſon d five Popes. 
Wx find in Eliſtory, that wicked Princes have — 
Bones had recourſe 30. the deteſtubis Means of getting 
rid 


(* 1 


dof. their Eogmigs: by Poiſon. . Cardinal Birngue- 

vſeg to fay.to Charles IN. and. Hemy IIb Sf. Frances 
what ſrhen never would; conquer their Eneques pithout: 
the Aſiſtante\of their Cons. 1% % SV 5. 30 Vall 


1;Gznpra1. Thaw, Vicroy gf Naples, dately.did = 


a very laudable Action. A Woman, named Tru, 
fania, famous for ther Art of Poiſoning, had fun- 
out a Preparation of ſucha a Nagurez that after it had: % 
had its fatal Effects, no Appearancoot.it was leſt, ei- 
ther in the: Brain or any Fart of the Viſpgra. It was 
a Liquor as clear «Rock. Water, and Nd more: 
taſte than Mater itſelf 3, ſo. chat e 

it without the leaſt Suſpicion. This Hoi ſon attacked 
the Breaſt, where it cauſed an incurahls Defluxion 
and the Perſons, ſo poiſbned were ſuppaſed;to diet 
of that Defluxion only;,* This baſe, Wigman fold; 


ber Poiſons, to Nephews. who thought. "their; Uncles 5 ns | 


would never die, whoſe, Eſtates they were. to inn; 


herit 3; to wanton, Wiyes, who were tired gf theit : 
Huſbapds 3 and in;ſhart,, to all that wanted, to get; 4 


rid of a.troubleſome Friend, or of an Enemy Vel Sri 


veral People through their Superſtition elt the fa. 1 
tal Effects of this poiſonous Liquor; for it was fold * . 
under the Name of: St. Nicolas de Bary's Water, 


* Some ſuch Poiſon as this whoſe Effects cannot be diſtin- 


d from thoſe of an accidental Diftemper, 


known to the Ancients ; for Tacitus (Aral. Lib. IV.) | 
writes, Venenum Druſo datum, 


paulatim irrepente, 
morbus adfimularetur. To which Paſſage Muretus ſubj oins 
from T raftus, (Lib. IX. de Aconito) Evildviodas N ore wall 


Xgores T6xle; avcxipe, oloy do, Teipunror, iZdunror, inaurir, TH; 


ſeems to hava  _ 


fortuitus 


A xa} Mo run. And ſuch a flow Poiſon we may ſuppoſe Madam ba | 


Brinvillier gave to her Father. | 
. | which 


2 C x2 1 
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which i is a Place in Pouille, very famous for Pi 
made to the Chapel of that Saint, where 


there is a Spring of Water, which is believed to 


have the Virtue of curing all Sorts bf Diſeaſes. - 

- Trufania had already done abundance” of Miſ. 
chief, and Kill'd a great many People, when Gene- 
ral Thaum was acquainted with it. He ordered her 
to be apprehended, ' but having receiv'd Notice of 


it, ſhe took Sanctuary in 4 Church : However the 


Viceroy, without having any regard to the Sacred- 
neſs of the Place, which the Tralians look upon as 
inviolable, eauſed her to be taken from thence; and 
ſhe ſuffered the Puniſhment her Crimes deſerved. 

The fatal Secret of this Woman became publick 
ſoon after her Execution, through the Indiſeretion 
of the Judges to whom ſhe divulged it. Moſt 
People in Naples were ſoon acquainted that ſhe 
made uſe of a very common Sort of Herb, and 
that there was no Difficulty i in the Preparation of 
the Water; ſo that the Art of Poiſoning was well 


—_ and A 5 in chat we 1 
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